’ CONFIRMATION ' ‘

paTe:  April 18, 1948

FROM: Willauer ’&a

TO: General Chennault

METHOD: private code

WHO WERE

SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED EVACUATION FOUR CAT PILOTS HEUNLNERXE

~.
"~

CAUGHT IN WEIHSIEN DUE TO LIGHT PLANE CRACK-UPS IN ATTEMPTING RESCUE BURRIDGE WHO HAD
GONE THERE INVESTIGATE SITUATION JUST BEFORE COMMUNISTS SUDDENLY CAPTURED AIRPORT
STOP EVACUATION REQUIRED FULL SCALE MILITARY OPERATIONS CAT PLANES AND I BELIEVE

OUR ACTIVITIES SOLELY RESPONSIBLE HOLDING WEIHSIEN STOP DETAILS IN LETTER FOLLOWING
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December 6, 1948
CHENNAULT
Have read book very carefully and had long discussions with Alsop Putnam Alison
stop Excellent job and certainty of controversy over it in present excitement
over China ensures it will gain a real heuaring for what you want to say stop
However no guestion that if as reported in press you ére serious about reviving
Flying Tigers or equivq}?nt and taking direct part in Chinese resistance to
Communists publication o%?%hi;’book at this time of uncertainty in official policy
will definitely injure possibilities of collaboration with you from U. S. Air
Force and State Departuwent and bring strong counterattack on you in public mind
in reviews of book and revival of Stilwell controversy stop Alison and Lovett
both your friends agree on this stop You will have to make decision on publication
on basis of these definite alternatives (a) publication will appreciably
helo ypur personal reputation to date but (b) publication before presently pending
policy decisions are made by this Government will also definitely hurt your
chances Flying Tigers revivification or expectations of any enthusiastic

immediate American help to you in your participation in the immediate crisis.
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